Right Hon. Lord Carson
up his spear and his shield, so that he might devote what was left of his life to the majesty of British - justice in its Imperial Court of Appeal. *
And then again perverse Fate intervened, with malignant consequences. The Irish Act failed completely in the South. Weekly and daily the crisis grew, and finally a conference was convened to discuss the terms of a final settlement. This is neither the time nor the place to argue either the merits or the justification of that which was done. That task awaits the patient and impartial historian, if and wh$n such an one is found. I am only eon-1                    cerned here to make it plain that I myself neither
|                    misunderstood nor resented the attitude which Lord
^         ,         Carson felt himself called upon to take in the House
of Lords. Being what he was, he could take no other. He only accepted high judicial office in the belief that the struggle of his life was ended. Decisions for which I wras largely responsible, but which I knew ^and know to be disputable, had pro-*>                  duced a revival of the old mediaeval antagonism.
I thought then, and I think now, that Lord Carson, in the perspective of the whole tangled  situation, w      .            was wrong.    But I have read Irish history too closely
*                    to   be   quite  certain   that  he  was   entirely  wrong.
*  .                 Whether the whole—the ultimate—truth in this con-{t                 troversy be ever found or no, this at least is certain,
that no man has ever in the history of Irish politics JL                  flung all his powers, all his eloquence, and all his
*                  health more recklessly into the Cause in which he
passionately believed than Lord Carson.
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